
	

	

 

	 
	

	 	

Core expertise 		
 • 	• 14 years experience working in the field of sustainable development in the Global 

South: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), climate change adaptation & mitigation, 
food systems and alternative livelihood strategies. 

• 7 years experience in international development programme evaluations 
• 4 years experience in sustainable agricultural systems: organic practices, agroecology, and 

expertise in modalities to track organic compliance throughout the value chain, 
supporting the emergence of Participatory Guaranty System (PGS) applied to organic 
systems. 

• 8 years of experience in project design, project management and programme evaluation 
• 6 years experience working with the UN and international organizations  
• 6 years experience in project development, management and implementation support 
• 3 years experience working in policy development processes  

 

Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Languages 
 
 
 
 
Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

•  • Strong research, writing, communication and analytical skills in French and English 
• Extensive knowledge of the African continent 
• Demonstrated Project management skills 
• Facilitation of organizational change and complex multi-stakeholders processes 
• Content development and knowledge management 
• Excellent inter-cultural skills and extensive experience working in multi-cultural 

environments  
• Translation and interpretation: French/English and English/French 
• Demonstrated ability to meet deadlines and work under pressure 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2010. M.Phil. Sustainable Development and Environmental Management. South African 
Sustainability Institute, Stellenbosch University. The thesis investigated carbon finance and 
reforestation in Africa.  

2008. B. Phil. Sustainable Development Management. South African Sustainability Institute, 
Stellenbosch University. Degree awarded Cum laude. 

2003. Master’s Degree in International Relations and Political Science: sustainable 
development. Sorbonne University, Paris, France. 

 

 

 

 Aliquam dapibus. [Insert Dates] 

Nam ut est. In vehicula venenatis dui. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci 
luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Praesent venenatis gravida justo. In hac 
habitasse platea dictumst. Suspendisse dui.  

Born on 7 June 1980 

French-South African  

sasha@nicheunity.com  

+ 27 7 41 00 88 27 

South Africa 

Chantal (aka) Sasha Mentz-Lagrange 
Evaluator,	consultant, researcher: Climate Change, sustainable 
development and agriculture	

 

	

English: native speaker   German: fluent 

French: native speaker  Spanish: fair  

Italian: fluent   
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Experience 
April- May 2019 

 

 

Feb - May 2018.  

 

 

 

Jan 2016 - May 2017 

 

 

 

May 2014-Nov 2015 

 

 

 

Jan-April 2013 

 

 

 

June--July 2012 

 

Jan-March 2012 

 

Feb 2005- June 2006 

 

 

 

May- Oct. 2018 

  

May 2018-to date 

 

Mar. 2013-Mar. 2014 

International evaluation expert (2005 to date) 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – Niger country office 
Ø Lead evaluator of the “Community-based climate change Adaptation programme in the 

Maradi region (ACB)” 
 

Groundswell international: Lead of the knowledge capitalization process and co-evaluator for 
the Agroecology + six Programme (Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger)  

Ø A 2-year USAID/Rockefeller Foundation/SIDA-funded programme focusing on 
promoting the scaling-up of agroecological strategies in the Sahel. 
 

Bread For All Foundation: Lead evaluator of the impacts of the financialisation of food in East 
Africa (Mozambique) 

Ø The findings of the report were used to inform the foundations’ future strategies in 
supporting CSOs in Africa 

Ø Findings’ paper presented at the 2017 World Bank/International Monetary Fund forum. 
 

Lead evaluator: Socio-economic impact of the Soitec solar plant training programme in 
Touwsriver (South Africa) 

Ø An initiative co-funded by the private sector (SOITEC) 
Ø The purpose of the evaluation was to inform the restructuring/re-design of such future programmes 

and defining public/private partnerships in South Africa 
 

Africa Adaptation programme (AAP) (UNDP/UNOPS)- Niger country office.  
Ø Evaluator: final independent evaluation of the national AAP programme (A National 

adaptation programme funded by the Government of Japan & UN and implemented by UNOPS in 
partnership with country partner). 
 

Africa Adaptation programme (AAP) (UNDP/UNOPS) - São Tomé e Principe country office.  
Ø Mid-term evaluation of the national AAP programme. 

 
Africa Adaptation programme (AAP) (UNDP/UNOPS) - Republic of Congo country office. 

Ø Co-evaluator for the mid-term review of the national AAP programme. 
 

South African Wine Industry Trust.  
Ø Socio-economic impact of the Thuthukile Skweyiya training programme on South Africa 

wine farmers.  
 

International consultant and project manager (2008-to date) - 

Climate change Consultant for the International Trade Centre  

Ø Assessing the impact of climate change on the textile (Morocco) and tea & coffee 
(Kenya) value chains and identifying funding opportunities to support the green 
development of the researched sectors.  

Project manager and researcher: Participatory Guarantee Systems South Africa (PGS SA): 
Supporting the emergence of farmer based organic production guarantee systems and building the 
resilience of small scale farmers to climate change in South Africa  
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Jan. 2011- Dec.2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June- Dec 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project manager and researcher - University of Cape Town’s Energy Research Centre (ERC) 
and South-South North (SSN)  

Ø Design of the “MAPS Africa” programme (pilot in Senegal, Zambia, Botswana, 
Kenya and Mozambique). The MAPS programme focuses on designing low carbon 
development pathways for developing countries. See 
http://southsouthnorth.org/mitigation-action-plans-and-scenarios-maps 

Ø Strategic stakeholder engagement in the country programmes 

Climate Change and implementation support advisor for the Africa Adaptation programme 
(AAP) (www.undp-aap.org), as part of the Inter-Regional Technical Support Component (IRSTC), 
UNOPS.  

Ø Home based work with extensive in-country implementation support missions (Senegal, 
Malawi, Kenya, the Republic of Congo, Lesotho and São Tomé e Principe). The duties 
entailed among other: 

Ø Providing direct implementation oversight support in compliance with the National 
Implementation Modality (NIM): elaboration of annual work plans focusing on 
adaptation projects, reporting, monitoring and evaluation 

Ø Liaison with strategic partners and the donor. 
Ø Providing direct in-country programme implementation support with a specific focus on 

business intelligence research and capacity development to inform institutional reform 
for climate change governance, as well as ‘project to policy’ (evidence based policy 
making) activities. 

Ø Conducting research and providing advice on integrated climate change, sustainable 
development and green economy policy. 

Ø Developing knowledge management products at a regional and national level. 
Ø Facilitating high-level session during the programme's Annual General Assemblies 

In-country (Kenya) Climate Change Consultant for the Africa Adaptation programme (AAP) as 
part of the Inter-Regional Technical Support Component (IRSTC) UNOPS, in collaboration with 
the Government of Kenya and UNDP. The duties entailed among other: 

Ø Acting as the interim project coordinator working in close collaboration with the Kenya 
UNDP CO (EEG) and the national implementation partner (Kenyan Ministry of 
Environment and Mineral resources) 

Ø Providing direct implementation oversight: elaboration of annual work plans focusing on 
adaptation projects, reporting, monitoring and evaluation, liaison with strategic partners 
and the donor. 

Ø Working at the Kenya meteorological department to appraise their needs in developing a 
quality early warning system and supporting the expansion of their weather stations, 
including the development of procurement plans. 

Ø Assisting with technical documentation as part of Kenya's REDD+ Readiness fund. 
Ø Setting-up and co-training a multi-stakeholder team under the umbrella of the Ministry of 

Planning to develop capacity with dynamic systems modelling (Threshold 21) to facilitate 
the integration of future climate change impacts in the country’s vision planning 
documents (Vision 2020) and other planning processes. 
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2008-2012 

 

 

 

 

2008-2009 

 

 

 

 

Ap. 2017 – 

 Mar. 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apr. 2014-to date 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2012-to date 

 

 

 

 

 

Ø Knowledge management: Generating knowledge management products emanating from 
in-field experiences, with a specific focus on ‘project to policy’ activities (evidence based 
policy making for climate change adaptation). 

Consultant for EcoAct (Pty) Ltd  

Ø Identification of carbon offset opportunities in Sub-Saharan in Africa. 
Ø Pre-feasibility study Promoting Traceability and Sustainability of Third-Party Suppliers of 

Oil palm Mills Malaysia through carbon offsets: Supporting Independent Small Producers 
in the Sabah, Beluran District, Malaysia. 

Consultant for the Indigenous People of Africa Co-ordinating Committee (IPACC):  Co-
facilitator project manager for (World Bank funded) IPACC’s training workshops on REDD + 
readiness in Southern, Central and Western Africa  

Senior researcher and knowledge manager (2013- to date) 

Knowledge capitalization consultant for Groundswell International  

Ø Compiling of regional evidence-based capitalization reports and policy briefs for the 
countries (Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal) participating in the USAID funded "Agro-
ecology+6" project. Topics: women empowerment decentralised governance, promotion 
of equity. 

Ø Compiling of country-level evidence-based capitalization reports and policy briefs for the 
countries (Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal) participating in the USAID funded "Agro-
ecology+6" project. Topic: nutrition. 

Ø Presentation of key findings at Agroecology conference (to be held in Cape Town in 
January 2019) 

Researcher for the “SI Project” division of the South African Sustainability Institute: Research 
Green Economy strategies  

Ø Research on strategies to mitigate vulnerability to water-energy-food nexus vulnerabilities  
Ø Toolkit for Resource Efficient Cities (2016): Contributor to the toolkit with a focus on 

green tourism. The toolkit aims to assist sub-national levels of government to translate 
national green economy strategies into local plans and action. It looks at key sectors of 
relevance to the African context, as well as more general planning principles and 
approaches. 

Researcher for the African Centre for Biosafety (Acbio)  

Ø Research focusing on food sovereignty in Africa, farmer managed farming systems and the 
impact of “Big-agri” developments in Africa  

Ø Numerous research assignement conducted for the ACB’s advocacy work (see list of 
publications) 
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Oct- Sept. 2017 & Feb. 
2019 

Dec 2015-Aug.2017 

 

Jan.y 2004 - March 
2006 

 

 

Countries of 
work  

 

Publications  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researcher for the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA) Policies, Frameworks and 
Mechanisms related to Farmer Managed Seed Systems in Africa  

Researcher for the Bread For All Foundation Research and knowledge management 
(capitalization process) on the financialisation of food in East Africa  

Associate Consultant: ODA (Pty) Ltd, Cape Town (South Africa)  

See: www.oda.co.za Various assignments, including working with South Africa’ Local 
Government Association (SALGA), improving public sector systems and service delivery and 
furthering Black Economic Empowerment in several sectors including the wine sector.  

 

South Africa, Mozambique, Kenya, Senegal, Republic of Congo, São Tomé e Principe, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Tanzania, Lesotho, Niger, Malawi, United States of America, France, Italy, 
Germany, Spain, Serbia, Bosnia, Australia, India, Thailand and Argentina. 

 

International Trade Centre (forthcoming). Building a Climate Change Resilient Clothing Value Chain: 
the Denim and Knitwear Value Chains in Morocco. ITC Geneva. 

International Trade Centre (forthcoming). Building a Climate Change Resilient agricultural Value 
Chain: the Coffee and Tea Value Chains in Kenya. ITC Geneva. 

Groundswell International. 2018. Policy notes and case studies on best practices emanating from 
the Agrecology+6 Programme. (Lead Author) Available from:  
https://www.groundswellinternational.org/approach/resources-publications-videos/ae6-
resources/. 

Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA). 2017. Policy study report: Resisting corporate takeover 
of African seed systems and building farmer managed seed systems for food sovereignty in Africa. (Co-
Author). Available from: http://afsafrica.org/resisting-corporate-takeover-of-african-seed-systems-
and-building-farmer-managed-seed-systems-for-food-sovereignty-in-africa 

African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB). 2017. The Water Efficient Maize for Africa Project: Profiteering 
not Philanthropy. August 2017. Available from: https://acbio.org.za/water-efficient-maize-africa-
project-profiteering-not-philanthropy/  

African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB). 2017. The three agricultural input mega-mergers: Grim reapers of 
South Africa’s food and farming systems. April 2017. Available from: https://acbio.org.za/mega-
mergers-3-giant-corporations-controlling-south-africas-food-and-farming-systems/  

Mentz-Lagrange, S. 2016. The Financialization of Food in East Africa: The Role of Charitable 
Foundations and Global Agricultural Initiatives. Compiled for the World Council of Churches and 
Bread for All. Available from: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/publications/food-and-
finance-toward-life-enhancing-agriculture  
African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB). 2016.“For your own good!” The chicanery behind GM non-
commercial ‘orphan crops’ and rice for Africa. March 2016 Available from: http://acbio.org.za/the-
chicanery-behind-gm-non-commercial-orphan-crops-and-rice-for-africa/  

African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB). 2015. GM and seed industry eye Africa’s lucrative cowpea seed 
markets: The political economy of cowpea in Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Ghana and Malawi. June 2015. 
Available from: http://acbio.org.za/gm-cowpea-report/  

Wakeford, J., Kelly, C. and Mentz Lagrange, S. 2015. Mitigating risks and vulnerabilities in the energy-
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Mr Ian Rector 

Senior Advisor Infrastructure and Resilience: Asia and Pacific Regions 

UNOPS Regional Office - Bangkok. Thailand 

Email: ianr@unops.org  - Mobile: +66 632734229 

 

Mr José Gabriel Vitória LEVY 

Deputy Resident Representative / Programme - United Nations Development Programme 

Ilot K - B.P. 620, Nouakchott, Mauritania 

Email : jose.levy@undp.org  - Private: josegabriel.levy@gamail.com Mobile: +222 32 17 82 70 

 

Mr. Peter Gubbels 

Director of Action Learning and Advocacy, West Africa  

Groundswell International - Ghana 

Email: pgubbels@grounswellinternaitonal.org  
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